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Opening Hymn   On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
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Welcome Guests and Newcomers 
Welcome to Christ Church Among the Oaks. This is a multi-denominational congregation, made up of 

friends, neighbors, people who are new to our area, and those seeking something a little different and a little 
more meaningful in their spiritual and worship life. We feel called to serve our local community and as you 
will hear today, we focus on six local outreach agencies that do the hard work that Jesus taught us. A short 

description of each Outreach Partner is in the back of this bulletin. We welcome the opportunity to meet you 
and answer any questions you may have about our church and our work in the community! We are incredibly 

grateful for the support and encouragement we receive from Christ Episcopal Church in Ponte Vedra 
and thank their leadership for the freedom to be a unique, mission-focused worship community. 

Servant Board: Paula Allmen, Mike Cleary, Steve Harrison, Claire Heusinger, Deborah Pearsall, 
Stan Sundermeyer, and Jenny Weeks, warden. 

Presiders: Jenny Johnson-Weeks and Steve Harrison 
Musician: Boril Ivanov 
Vocalist: Claire Heusinger  

We encourage our guests to fill out a welcome card today!  
We are glad you are with us and look forward to worshiping with you often.      

Prelude                              Medley  

Welcome and Announcements 

Opening Hymn    On Jordan’s Bank The Baptist’s Cry   

Opening Sentences  

 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

 There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People There is one hope in God's call to us; 

  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People One God and Father of all. 

The Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
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Glorify 

 
 
The Collect   

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your 
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his 
Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; 
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

First Reading 

Lector  A reading from the Prophet Isaiah                                      43:1-7 

Thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, 
for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through 
the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when 
you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I 
am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, 
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, 
and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do not fear, 
for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather 
you; I will say to the north, "Give them up," and to the south, "Do not withhold; bring my 
sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth-- everyone who is called by 
my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made." 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 29 

Lector      Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * 
People   ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  

   Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * 
  worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

  The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; * 
  the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 

 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; * 
  the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 

 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * 
  the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire;  
 the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; * 
  the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * 
  and strips the forests bare. 
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 And in the temple of the Lord * 
  all are crying, "Glory!" 

 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * 
  the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 

 The Lord shall give strength to his people; * 
  the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

Second Reading 

Lector        A reading from the Acts of the Apostles                                       8:14-17 

When the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent 
Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the 
Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and 
they received the Holy Spirit. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel 

Lector       A reading from the Gospel according to Luke     3:15-17, 21-22 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, 
"I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy 
to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form 
like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 
well pleased." 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Homily  Jenny Johnson-Weeks and Steve Harrison 

 

 



Page | 6  
 

Meditative Interlude 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows        

  Let us now renew our solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism:  

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment  
to Jesus Christ?  

People I do  

Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the 
bread, and in the prayers? 

  I will, with God's help. 

 Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent, and 
return to the Lord? 

  I will, with God's help. 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
  I will, with God's help. 

 Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
  I will, with God's help. 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 
every human being? 

  I will, with God's help. 

 

 

 



Page | 7 
 

The Prayers of the People, Form VI 

Leader  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
People  For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and John, our Bishop; and for all bishops  
and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 

For our ministry partners: St. Gerard’s Campus, St. Francis House and Port in the 
Storm, South Woods Elementary, Learn to Read, Pie in the Sky, and Council on 
Aging. May the Holy Spirit guide and strengthen them, and in all things they do. 
That they may do God's will in the service of the kingdom of his Christ. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
The People may add their own petitions. 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
The People may add their own thanksgivings. 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name forever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

The People may add their own petitions. 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
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Prayers for the Hurting World 

All God of peace and justice, we pray this day for all peoples around the world who 
are suffering from war, famine, floods, fires, and from other devastations. We 
pray for all those who fear tomorrow: that your Spirit of comfort would draw 
near to them. We pray for those with power: that they may have wisdom and 
discernment to aid people in distress and that they be guided by compassion in 
their decisions. Above all, we pray for all your precious children who are at risk 
and live in fear: that you would hold and protect them. We pray this in the 
name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  

The Confession 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive you all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us 
in eternal life. Amen. 

Please stand. 

The Peace  
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Birthday Prayer  

Watch over your child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be. 
Strengthen him when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up 
if he falls; and in his heart may your peace which passes understanding abide all the days 
of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Holy Communion  

To make an offering online visit ccpvb.org/give  
or use the QR code at the back of the bulletin. Thank you for your support. 

Offertory      

The Presentation 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

The Lord’s Prayer    

  As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray: 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Distribution of Communion 

All baptized persons, including children, are invited to receive Communion. 

Communion Music Spirit Song 

Oh, let the Son of God enfold you, 
With His Spirit and His love, 
Let Him fill your heart and satisfy your soul. 
Oh, let Him have the things that hold you, 
And His Spirit like a dove, 
Will descend upon your life and make you whole. 

Refrain: Jesus, oh Jesus, come and fill Your lambs. 
Jesus, oh Jesus, come and fill Your lambs. 

Oh, come and sing this song with gladness, 
As your hearts are filled with joy, 
Lift your hands in sweet surrender to His name. 
Oh, give Him all your tears and sadness, 
Give Him all your years of pain, 
And you'll enter into life in Jesus' name. Refrain 
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Postcommunion Prayer 

Let us pray. 

All Holy, gracious, God, here at this table your promise of life is made tangible. 
We have rested in the depth of your love; we have tasted your nourishing, 
nurturing presence; we accept you into our bodies, into our lives. Together, at 
this table, you have offered us life. Together, by your grace, we accept the life 
you offer. And we give you thanks. Amen. 

Sending the Eucharistic Visitors 

When present, Eucharistic Visitors are commissioned to carry the Consecrated Gifts of Holy 
Communion to those who are unable, due to illness or impairment, to join us for Sunday services. 

Celebrant In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these gifts, that those to 
whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ's body and blood.  

People We who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup. 

 Blessing 

The almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us. Amen 

Closing Hymn   Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

Dismissal 

Alleluia. Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Postlude Medley 

The Mood of Christmas by Howard Thurman 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost, to heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among brothers, 
To make music in the heart. 
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Closing Hymn       Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 
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Announcements 
St. Francis House and Port in the Storm  
 In 2024, 121 people were transitioned in to permanent housing! 

St Gerard Campus  
 In 2024, began the work of increasing their dorm capacity from 5 girls to 15 girls! 

Council on Aging  
 In 2024, celebrated 50 years of service to St. Johns County Seniors. They served 80,000 meals and 
operate 6 senior centers around the county! 

Learn to Read   
In 2024, tutored by volunteers, over 200 students improved their literacy skills - all at no cost to the 
student! 

Pie in the Sky  
In 2024, weekly volunteers filled grocery bags with fresh produce and delivered them to over 700 
seniors' homes in St. Johns County. 200,000 pounds of food was sourced and delivered! 

Hurricane Relief Benefit Concert  
Christ Episcopal Church in Ponte Vedra is hosting a benefit concert with Rachel Kamps and Friends 
(performing artists from our local community) for Hurricane Relief for ERD (Episcopal Relief and 
Development) on Saturday, January 18th at 10 a.m. till 11:30, in the Contemporary Worship 
Space. Performing artists include: Rachel Kamps-Huffman, pianist, singer, and songwriter; Brittany 
Maroney cellist; Anne McKennon, flutist; José Trinidad, rhythm; Amy Trinidad, violinist and 
vocalist; Sirlister Smiley, singer extraordinaire, Tim Simpson, poet, and Richard Wright, fretless bass 
player. Music will feature creative and engaging stories and music drawn from well-known tunes and 
original songs. Prepare to give as you can while you are entertained, touched, and motivated to 
support those who need our care in the communities affected and harmed by recent storms. 

Offerings Online 
Forgot to bring cash or write a check??? We now have a QR code in the bulletin 
for safe, quick, and easy online giving. You will be automatically directed to the 
Christ Church giving page where you can enter your information one time and it 
will be saved for future giving.  

 
 

 

https://ccpvb.org/
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/




Our Outreach Liaisons 
So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

James 2:17 

Learn to Read 
Improving literacy for over 200 individuals each year at no cost to the student. Improved reading 
skills lead to better paying jobs, higher levels of education, healthier lifestyles, and a better overall 
community.  
Elaine Reagan ereaganpvb@gmail.com 
Mary Jane Dillon dillonmj43@gmail.com. 

St. Gerard Campus  
A non-profit maternity home and Christian high school for pregnant teenagers, promoting 
empowerment through education and strong Christian values.  
Paula Allmen pallmen@icloud.com  
Stan Sundermeyer srsundermeyer@msn.com 

St. Francis Housing Crisis Center / Port in the Storm 
Engaging those experiencing homelessness to achieve stability, self-sufficiency, and a viable plan 
for their future by providing a safe, stable environment, access to essential services, and 
supportive connections.  
Cynthia King cyndiking@gmail.com 
Jack Tull tulljs@msn.com 

Council on Aging  
Provides the opportunity for every person in St. Johns County to enjoy wellness, longevity and 
quality of life choices within a strong, healthy community.  
Sharon Carlson xtraice0922@gmail.com 

Pie in the Sky Community Alliance of St. John County 
Pie in the Sky is a grassroots, volunteer-based organization providing hope by serving with 
dignity and respect to alleviate hunger and social isolation through the home delivery of healthy 
fresh produce to low-income senior citizens. 
Dale Hatcher dalenhatcher@hotmail.com. 

South Woods Elementary  
Creating a secure community that will instill in all students a desire for academic excellence, 
fostering the development of caring, productive citizens.  
Margo Cleary margcleary@aol.com  

mailto:margcleary@aol.com


NSIA Community Center, 120 Meadow Avenue in Vilano Beach 

ccpvb.org             info@ccpvb.org 
 Like Us on Facebook at Christ Church Among the Oaks 
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