THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER
CHRISTMAS DAY

HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE 11
DECEMBER 28, 2025 - 9:00 AM

CHRIST CHURCH AMONG THE OAKS

A SECOND SITE WORSHIP CENTER FOR CHRIST CHURCH,
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FLORIDA



Opening Hymn Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
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I Joy-ful, joy-ful, we a-dore thee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love;
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heaven re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er Dbless - ing, ev - er blest,
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hearts wuvn - fold like flowers be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, c¢en-ter of un - bro-ken praise.
well - spring of the joy of liv - ing, o - cean-depth of  hap-py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad-ness; drive the dark of doubt a - way;
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, bloom-ing mea-dow, flash - ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christour Bro-ther: all who live in love are thine;
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giv er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.

chant - ing bird and  flow-ing foun-tain, call us to re - joice in thee.

teach__ us how to love each o - ther, lift us to the joy di-vine.
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Welcome Guests and Newcomers

Welcome to Christ Church Among the Oaks. This is a multi-denominational congregation, made up of
[riends, neighbors, people who are new to our area, and those seeking something a little different and a little
more meaningful in their spiritual and worship life. We feel called to serve our local community and as you
will hear today, we focus on six local outreach agencies that do the hard work that Jesus taught us. A short
description of each Outreach Partner is in the back of this bulletin. We welcome the opportunity to meet you
and answer any questions you may have about our church and our work in the community! We are incredibly
grateful for the support and encouragement we receive from Christ Episcopal Church in Ponte Vedra
and thank their leadership for the freedom to be a unique, mission-focused worship community.

Servant Board: Mike Cleary, Linda Ducat, Steve Harrison, Claire Heusinger, Rick Lofgren,
Stan Sundermeyer, and Jenny Weeks, warden.

Presider: The Rev. Sandy Tull
Musician: Boril Ivanov
Vocalist: Claire Heusinger

We encourage our guests to fill out a welcome card today!
We are glad you are with us and look forward to worshiping with you often.

Prelude Medley

Welcome and Announcements

Opening Hymn Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

Opening Sentences
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Kyrie
Celebrant Lord have mercy.
People Christ, have mercy.

Celebrant Lord, have mercy.



The Collect

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant
that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

First Reading
Lector A reading from the Book of Ecclesiastes 3:1-13

For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be
born and a time to die; a time to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to
kill and a time to heal; a time to break down and a time to build up; a time to weep and a
time to laugh; a time to mourn and a time to dance; a time to throw away stones and a
time to gather stones together; a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing; a
time to seek and a time to lose; a time to keep and a time to throw away; a time to tear
and a time to sew; a time to keep silent and a time to speak; a time to love and a time to
hate; a time for war and a time for peace. What gain have the workers from their toil? I
have seen the business that God has given to everyone to be busy with. He has made
everything suitable for its time; moreover, he has put a sense of past and future into their
minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. I
know that there is nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long
as they live; moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat and drink and take pleasure in
all their toil.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 23

' The Lord is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.

*He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.

’ He revives my soul *

and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.



“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; *

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

> You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

¢ Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Second Reading
Lector A Reading from the Revelation to John 21:1-7

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among
mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with
them and be their God; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.”
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also
he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will
give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit
these things, and I will be their God, and they will be my children.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Please stand.
The Gospel

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 1:1-18
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without
him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the
life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not

overcome it.



There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This
was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before
me.'") From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It

is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Homily The Reverend Sandy Tull

The Prayers of the People

Leader Holy Child of Bethlehem, whose parents found no room in the inn;

we pray for all who are homeless.
Silence
Lord in your mercy

People Hear our prayer.

Holy Child of Bethlehem, born in a stable;
we pray for all who are living in poverty.
Silence

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

Holy Child of Bethlehem, rejected stranger;

we pray for all who are lost, alone, all who cry for loved ones.
Silence

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer



Celebrant

Holy Child of Bethlehem, wounded for the life of the world;

we pray for all who are in need of healing physically, mentally, and spiritually.
Silence

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

Holy Child of Bethlehem, whom Herod sought to kill;
we pray for all in danger, all who are persecuted.
Silence

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

Holy Child of Bethlehem, a refugee in Egypt;
we pray for all who are far from home.
Silence

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

Holy Child of Bethlehem, hold in your hand all those who have passed
through death in the hope of your coming Kingdom.

Silence

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

Holy Child of Bethlehem, in you the Eternal was pleased to dwell;
help us, we pray, to see the divine image in people everywhere.
Silence

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

All loving and gracious God, we thank you for gracing us with the gift of your
Son. Confident of your continuing love for us, we have placed our needs before
you. Hear and answer our prayers, through that same Christ, newly born this
night, our Lord and Savior, forever and ever. Amen.

Prayers for the Hurting World

All

God of peace and justice, we pray this day for all peoples around the world who
are suffering from war, famine, floods, fires, and from other devastations. We
pray for all those who fear tomorrow: that your Spirit of comfort would draw
near to them. We pray for those with power: that they may have wisdom and
discernment to aid people in distress and that they be guided by compassion in
their decisions. Above all, we pray for all your precious children who are at risk
and live in fear: that you would hold and protect them. We pray this in the
name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen.



The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

The Confession

Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Birthday Prayer

Watch over your child, O Lord, as Ais days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be.
Strengthen Aim when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up

if he falls; and in Ais heart may your peace which passes understanding abide all the days
of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

To make an offering online visit ccpvb.org/give

or use the QR code at the back of the bulletin. Thank you for your support.
Offertory

Presentation Hymn

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.



The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer B

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant continues

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be
born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh
of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and
receive power to become your children.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance
of me."



Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of
the Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant continues

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Distribution of Communion

Please join us at God's table. All are welcome.



Communion Music

What Child Is This?
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1. What Child 15 ths who, laid to rest On Ma - ry’s lap 18 sleep - ing?

2. Why lies He m such mean e - state, Where ox and ass are feed - ing?

3. So bring Him in - cense, gold and myrth, Come pea - sant, king to own Him;
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Whom  an - gels greet with an - thems sweet, While shep - herds watch are keep - ing?
Good  Christ-1ans, fear, for  sin - ners  here The st - lent Word s plead - ing.
The King of kings sal - va - tion brings, Let lov - ing hearts en - throne Him.
I £ M MP—F I . > = s
e | > o $ o B ¢ B
L L—— ! — 7 | I A—— — | |
; | " | " . | V . .
0 & .
—— k I
i\' ! ) 3 AY - - i?‘ ! |
This,  this 18 Christ the King, Whom shep - herds guard and an - gels sing;
Nails, spear shall  pierce Him through, The cross be bome for me, for you
Raise, raise a song on  high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by.
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Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, The Babe, the Son of Ma - ry.
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The Babe, the Son of Ma - 1y
Joy, joy for Christ 15 born, The Babe, the Son of Ma - ry.
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Postcommunion Prayer
Celebrant Let us pray
Celebrant and people

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Christmas Blessing

May God who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth fill you with
joy; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among

you, and remain with you always. Amen.
Closing Hymn Go, Tell it on the Mountain

Dismissal
Alleluia, alleluia let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People Thanks be to God, Alleluia, alleluia.



Closing Hymn Go, Tell it on the Mountain
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1 While shep - herds kept their
Je - sus Christ is born! 2 The shep - herds feared and
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watch - ing o'er si - lent flocks by night, be -
trem - bled when lo! a - bove the earth rang
man - ger the hum - ble Christ  was born, and
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hold, through-out the hea-vens there shone a ho - ly light.
out thec an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sa - vior’s birth.

God  sent us sal - va-tion that bless - ed Christ - mas morn.
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Announcements

Offerings Online
Forgot to bring cash or write a check??? We now have a QR code in the bulletin
for safe, quick, and easy online giving. You will be automatically directed to the
Christ Church giving page where you can enter your information one time and

it will be saved for future giving.

Celebrate Epiphany

Sunday, January 4, we will celebrate Epiphany, the celebration of God revealing Himself to
the world. Epiphany also marks the day the Magi, or the three kings, visited the baby Jesus in
Bethlehem, a celebration of Jesus coming to unite the world as the true "king of kings" and
that He came to be a savior to all people.

Sunday Social

Sunday, January 11- our Second Sunday Social will be transformed into our holiday
brunch. This year we will be asking everyone to consider bringing a "brunch" dish to share.
Fruits, salads, hot items, cold items, desserts....whatever you enjoy preparing and serving to
friends and family. We will provide plates, tableware, cups, and beverages.

Celebration of the Baptism of Our Lord

On Sunday, January 11, we celebrate the Baptism of Our Lord. During the service, we will
participate in the Renewal of our Baptismal Vows, giving thanks for the gift of baptism and
reaffirming our commitment to follow Christ.



Our Outreach Partners

So faith by itself; if it has no works, is dead.
James 2:17
Learn to Read
Improving literacy for over 200 individuals each year at no cost to the student. Improved
reading skills lead to better paying jobs, higher levels of education, healthier lifestyles, and a
better overall community.

Stan Sundermeyer srsundermeyer@msn.com

St. Gerard Campus
A non-profit maternity home and Christian high school for pregnant teenagers, promoting
empowerment through education and strong Christian values.

Paula Allmen pallmen@icloud.com
Stan Sundermeyer srsundermeyer@msn.com

St. Francis Housing Crisis Center / Port in the Storm

Engaging those experiencing homelessness to achieve stability, self-sufficiency, and a viable
plan for their future by providing a safe, stable environment, access to essential services, and
supportive connections.

Cynthia King cyndiking@gmail.com

Jack Tull tulljs@msn.com

Council on Aging
Provides the opportunity for every person in St. Johns County to enjoy wellness, longevity
and quality of life choices within a strong, healthy community.

Linda Ducat, ldducat@gmail.com

Pie in the Sky Community Alliance of St. John County

Pie in the Sky is a grassroots, volunteer-based organization providing hope by serving with
dignity and respect to alleviate hunger and social isolation through the home delivery of
healthy fresh produce to low-income senior citizens.

Dale Hatcher dalenhatcher@hotmail.com.

South Woods Elementary
Creating a secure community that will instill in all students a desire for academic excellence,
fostering the development of caring, productive citizens.

Margo Cleary margcleary@aol.com


mailto:margcleary@aol.com
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