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Welcome Guests and Newcomers 

Welcome to Christ Church Among the Oaks. This is a multi-denominational congregation, made up of friends, 
neighbors, people who are new to our area, and those seeking something a little different and a little more 

meaningful in their spiritual and worship life. We feel called to serve our local community and as you will hear 
today, we focus on six local outreach agencies that do the hard work that Jesus taught us. A short description of each 
Outreach Partner is in the back of this bulletin. We welcome the opportunity to meet you and answer any questions 

you may have about our church and our work in the community! We are incredibly grateful for the support and 
encouragement we receive from Christ Episcopal Church in Ponte Vedra and thank their leadership for the freedom 

to be a unique, mission-focused worship community. 

Servant Board: Mike Cleary, Linda Ducat, Steve Harrison, Claire Heusinger, Rick Lofgren, 
 Stan Sundermeyer, and Jenny Weeks, warden. 

Presider: The Rev. Sandy Tull 
Musician: Boril Ivanov 
Vocalist: Claire Heusinger  

We encourage our guests to fill out a welcome card today!  
We are glad you are with us and look forward to worshiping with you often.      

Prelude                              Medley  

Welcome and Announcements 

The Lighting of the Third Advent Candle 

The Third Candle – The Candle of the message of Peace 

On this third week of Advent, we light the candle of peace. 
People of God: return! You are called to be God’s own. 
From the mountains announce the good news. 
God comes in justice and peace, to all who follow his ways. 
You are God’s children. 
Lord, make us one in the peace of Christ today and forever. Amen. 

Opening Hymn   O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing  

Opening Sentences  

Celebrant    Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People      And blessed be God's kingdom now and forever. 
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The Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Kryie  

 

The Collect   

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely 
hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

First Reading 

Lector  A reading from the Prophet Isaiah                     35:1-10 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the 
crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon 
shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the 
majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those 
who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you."  
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Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame 
shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth 
in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the 
thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall 
become reeds and rushes.  

A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on 
it, but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be 
there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the 
redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with 
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 146:4-9 

Lector      Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 
People   whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

  Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 
   who keeps his promise for ever; 

 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 
   and food to those who hunger. 

 The Lord sets the prisoners free;  the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; * 
   the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 

 The Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares for the stranger; * 
   he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

 The Lord shall reign for ever, * 
   your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 

 Second Reading 

Lector        A reading from the Letter of James                                          5:7-10 

 Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 
crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also 
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not 
grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the 
doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 
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     Lector  The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Please stand. 

Gospel Song   Soon and Very Soon 
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The Gospel 

Gospeler       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew                11:2-11 
People       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said 
to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, 
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to 
them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into 
the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What 
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the 
one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 
your way before you.’ 

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; 
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Please be seated. 

Homily  The Rev. Sandy Tull 

Meditative Interlude 

The Prayers of The People, Form III 

Leader  Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 
People  That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
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We pray for our ministry partners: St. Gerard’s Campus, St. Francis House and Port in 
the Storm, South Woods Elementary, Learn to Read, Pie in the Sky and Council on 
Aging. May the Holy Spirit guide and strengthen them, and in all things they do.  
That they may do God's will in the service of the kingdom of his Christ. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Prayers for the Hurting World 

All God of peace and justice, we pray this day for all peoples around the world who are 
suffering from war, famine, floods, fires, and from other devastations. We pray for 
all those who fear tomorrow: that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them. 
We pray for those with power: that they may have wisdom and discernment to aid 
people in distress and that they be guided by compassion in their decisions. Above 
all, we pray for all your precious children who are at risk and live in fear: that you 
would hold and protect them. We pray this in the name of Jesus, the Prince of 
Peace. Amen. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  

The Confession 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
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Please stand. 

The Peace 

Celebrant  Christ, the Good Shepherd, bind us with a bond of love that cannot be broken. My 
sisters and brothers, the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be always with you. 

People   And also with you.  

Birthday Prayer  

Watch over your child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be. 
Strengthen him when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up 
if he falls; and in his heart may your peace which passes understanding abide all the days of his life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Holy Communion  

To make an offering online visit ccpvb.org/give  
or use the QR code at the back of the bulletin. Thank you for your support. 

Offertory      

The Presentation 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

The Great Thanksgiving     

Eucharistic Prayer A 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant continues  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin 
and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power 
and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 
appearing.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience 
to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By 
him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen 
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The Lord’s Prayer    

Celebrant As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray: 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant continues  

  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
  Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Distribution of Communion 
Please join us at God's table. All are welcome. 

Communion Music Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
Born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
Let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art; 
Dear Desire of ev’ry nation, 
Joy of every longing heart. 

Joy to those who long to see Thee 
Day-spring from on high, appear. 
Come, Thou promised Rod of Jesse, 
Of Thy birth, we long to hear! 
O’er the hills the angels singing 
News, glad tidings of a birth; 
“Go to Him your praises bringing 
Christ the Lord has come to earth!” 
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Come to earth to taste our sadness, 
He whose glories knew no end. 
By His life He brings us gladness, 
Our redeemer, Shepherd, Friend. 
Leaving riches without number, 
Born within a cattle stall; 
This the everlasting wonder, 
Christ was born the Lord of all. 

Born thy people to deliver, 
Born a child, and yet a King, 
Born to reign in us for ever, 
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By thine all-sufficient merit 
Raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Postcommunion Prayer  

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

All Holy, gracious, God, here at this table your promise of life is made tangible. We 
have rested in the depth of your love; we have tasted your nourishing, nurturing 
presence; we accept you into our bodies, into our lives. Together, at this table, you 
have offered us life. Together, by your grace, we accept the life you offer. And we 
give you thanks. Amen. 

Sending the Eucharistic Visitors 

When present, Eucharistic Visitors are commissioned to carry the Consecrated Gifts of Holy Communion to 
those who are unable, due to illness or impairment, to join us for Sunday services. 

Celebrant In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these gifts, that those to 
whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ's body and blood.  

People We who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup. 

The Blessing   
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Closing Hymn       Thou, Whose Almighty Word  

 

Dismissal 

Celebrant    Alleluia, alleluia, let us go forth in Christ’s name doing Christ’s work in the world. 
People         Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Postlude   Medley  
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Announcements 
Offerings Online 

Forgot to bring cash or write a check??? We now have a QR code in the 
bulletin for safe, quick, and easy online giving. You will be automatically 
directed to the Christ Church giving page where you can enter your 
information one time and it will be saved for future giving.  
 

CELEBRATING THE SEASON OF ADVENT AT THE OAKS 

Sunday December 21st- Our fourth Sunday in Advent, as we continue to prepare our hearts and 
minds for again encountering the birth of Jesus. That this is the season of Hope, Joy, Peace and 
Love. 

CELEBRATING THE SEASON OF CHRISTMAS AT THE OAKS 

Wednesday December 24th - Our Christmas Eve celebration will take place at 2:00 PM here at 
the Oaks.  As always, lots of carols with beautiful music and guest musicians and a traditional 
worship service preparing us for Christmas Day and the hope we feel in remembering the birth of 
Christ.  Be sure to invite your neighbors, friends and family to celebrate with us! 

Sunday December 28th - The first Sunday of Christmas is a unique day in the life of the Oaks as 
again we will use our worship time to celebrate our church and our church family.   

We will "circle up" and discuss what is meaningful about our worship and what may need to be 
changed, how we can support and love each other even more, how we can introduce our church to 
more neighbors, and share communion with each other as disciples of Christ. The comments from 
this service last year were extremely positive so please plan to participate. 
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Our Outreach Partners 
So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.  

James 2:17 

Learn to Read  
Improving literacy for over 200 individuals each year at no cost to the student. Improved 
reading skills lead to better paying jobs, higher levels of education, healthier lifestyles, and a 
better overall community.  
Stan Sundermeyer srsundermeyer@msn.com 

St. Gerard Campus  
A non-profit maternity home and Christian high school for pregnant teenagers, promoting 
empowerment through education and strong Christian values.  
Paula Allmen pallmen@icloud.com  
Stan Sundermeyer srsundermeyer@msn.com 

St. Francis Housing Crisis Center / Port in the Storm 
Engaging those experiencing homelessness to achieve stability, self-sufficiency, and a viable 
plan for their future by providing a safe, stable environment, access to essential services, and 
supportive connections.  
Cynthia King cyndiking@gmail.com  
Jack Tull tulljs@msn.com 

Council on Aging  
Provides the opportunity for every person in St. Johns County to enjoy wellness, longevity and 
quality of life choices within a strong, healthy community.  
Linda Ducat, ldducat@gmail.com 

Pie in the Sky Community Alliance of St. John County 
Pie in the Sky is a grassroots, volunteer-based organization providing hope by serving with 
dignity and respect to alleviate hunger and social isolation through the home delivery of 
healthy fresh produce to low-income senior citizens. 
Dale Hatcher dalenhatcher@hotmail.com. 

South Woods Elementary  
Creating a secure community that will instill in all students a desire for academic excellence, 
fostering the development of caring, productive citizens.  
Margo Cleary margcleary@aol.com   

 

mailto:margcleary@aol.com


NSIA Community Center, 120 Meadow Avenue in Vilano Beach 

ccpvb.org             info@ccpvb.org 
 Like Us on Facebook at Christ Church Among the Oaks 

mailto:info@christepiscopalchurch.org

	Gospeler       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew                11:2-11



