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Opening Hymn  The God of Abraham Praise   
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Welcome Guests and Newcomers 

Welcome to Christ Church Among the Oaks. This is a multi-denominational congregation, made up of friends, 
neighbors, people who are new to our area, and those seeking something a little different and a little more 

meaningful in their spiritual and worship life. We feel called to serve our local community and as you will hear 
today, we focus on six local outreach agencies that do the hard work that Jesus taught us. A short description of each 
Outreach Partner is in the back of this bulletin. We welcome the opportunity to meet you and answer any questions 

you may have about our church and our work in the community! We are incredibly grateful for the support and 
encouragement we receive from Christ Episcopal Church in Ponte Vedra and thank their leadership for the freedom 

to be a unique, mission-focused worship community. 

Servant Board: Mike Cleary, Linda Ducat, Steve Harrison, Claire Heusinger, Rick Lofgren, 
 Stan Sundermeyer, and Jenny Weeks, warden. 

Vicar: Fr. Keith Oglesby 
Supply Priest: Fr. Michael Ellis 
Supply Musician: Jennifer Seinfeld 

We encourage our guests to fill out a welcome card today!  
We are glad you are with us and look forward to worshiping with you often.      

Prelude                             Medley  

Welcome and Announcements 

Opening Hymn  The God of Abraham Praise    

Opening Sentences  

 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

 

 

 



Page | 3 
 

Song of Praise  

 

 

 

The Collect   

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your inspiration we may think those 
things that are right, and by your merciful guiding may do them; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

First Reading 

Lector  A reading from the Prophet Hosea                                     5:15-6:6 

Thus says the Lord: “I will return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt and seek 
my face. In their distress they will beg my favor: ‘Come, let us return to the Lord; for it is he 
who has torn, and he will heal us; he has struck down, and he will bind us up. After two days he 
will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him. Let us know, let 
us press on to know the Lord; his appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will come to us like the 
showers, like the spring rains that water the earth.’ What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What 
shall I do with you, O Judah? Your love is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes away 
early. Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets, I have killed them by the words of my 
mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the light. For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the 
knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.” 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 50:7-15 
 Lector  7  Hear, O my people, and I will speak: "O Israel, I will bear witness against you; * 
People   for I am God, your God. 

8 I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; * 
your offerings are always before me. 

9 I will take no bull-calf from your stalls, * 
nor he-goats out of your pens; 

10 For all the beasts of the forest are mine, * 
the herds in their thousands upon the hills. 

11 I know every bird in the sky, * 
and the creatures of the fields are in my sight. 

12 If I were hungry, I would not tell you, * 
for the whole world is mine and all that is in it. 

13 Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, * 
or drink the blood of goats? 

14 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and make good your vows to the Most High. 

15 Call upon me in the day of trouble; * 
I will deliver you, and you shall honor me." 
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Second Reading 

Lector        A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans               4:13-25 

 The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who 
are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where 
there is no law, neither is there violation. 

 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who 
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you 
the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives 
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he 
believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So 
numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his 
own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when 
he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the 
promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully 
convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was reckoned 
to him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his 
sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our 
Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 
justification. 

     Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Please stand. 

The Gospel 

Gospeler       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew    9:9-13, 18-26 
People       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said 
to him, “Follow me.” 

And he got up and followed him. And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and 
sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they 
said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” But when he 
heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 
Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the 
righteous but sinners.” 
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While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came in and 
knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and 
she will live.”  

And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. Then suddenly a woman who had been 
suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his 
cloak, for she said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” Jesus turned, and 
seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly the 
woman was made well. When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players and 
the crowd making a commotion, he said, “Go away; for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And 
they laughed at him. But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by 
the hand, and the girl got up. And the report of this spread throughout that district. 

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Please be seated. 

Homily  Fr. Michael Ellis 

Meditative Interlude 

The Prayers of the People, Form III 

Leader  Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 
People  That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

We pray for our ministry partners: St. Gerard Campus, St. Francis House and Port in the 
Storm, South Woods Elementary, Learn to Read, Pie in the Sky and Council on Aging. 
May the Holy Spirit guide and strengthen them in all things they do.  
That they may do God's will in the service of the kingdom of his Christ. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
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Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Prayers for the Hurting World 

All God of peace and justice, we pray this day for all peoples around the world who 
are suffering from war, famine, floods, fires, and other devastations. We pray for 
those who fear tomorrow: that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them. 
We pray for those with power: that they may have wisdom and discernment to aid 
people in distress and be guided by compassion in their decisions. Above all, we 
pray for your precious children who are at risk and live in fear: that you would 
hold and protect them. We pray this in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 
Amen. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  

The Confession 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

Please stand. 

The Peace 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you.  
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Birthday Prayer  

Watch over your child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be. 
Strengthen him when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up 
if he falls; and in his heart may your peace which passes understanding abide all the days of his life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Holy Communion  

To make an offering online visit ccpvb.org/give  
or use the QR code at the back of the bulletin. Thank you for your support. 

Offertory      

The Presentation 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

The Great Thanksgiving     

Eucharistic Prayer A 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Celebrant continues  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in 
your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience 
to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer    

Celebrant As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray: 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant continues  

  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
  Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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Distribution of Communion 
Please join us at God's table. All are welcome. 

Communion Music  Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
There is no shadow of turning with thee; 
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
As thou hast been thou forever will be. 

Refrain Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. Refrain 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 
Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

Sending the Eucharistic Visitors 

When present, Eucharistic Visitors are commissioned to carry the Consecrated Gifts of Holy Communion  
to those who are unable, due to illness or impairment, to join us for Sunday services. 

Celebrant In the name of Christ Church, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ's body 
and blood. 

People We who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup. 

Postcommunion Prayer  

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

All Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life into our hands; now we put our lives into 
yours. Take us, renew us and remake us. What we have been is past; what we shall 
be, through you, still awaits us. Lead us on. Take us with you. Amen. 

The Blessing   
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Closing Hymn   Lift Up Your Heads 

Dismissal 

Celebrant    Alleluia, alleluia, let us go forth in Christ’s name doing Christ’s work in the world. 
People         Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Postlude   Medley  
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Closing Hymn    Lift Up Your Heads 
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Announcements 
Offerings Online 

Forgot to bring cash or write a check??? We now have a QR code in the 
bulletin for safe, quick, and easy online giving. You will be automatically 
directed to the Christ Church giving page where you can enter your 
information one time and it will be saved for future giving.  
 

Our Facebook Page 
If you aren't able to be with us on Sunday, don't forget that Fr. Keith's sermons are recorded 
and posted on our Facebook page the next day.  Fr. Keith often provides a short summary and 
commentary as well.  Follow our Facebook page, Christ Church Oaks, for the sermon video, 
church updates, and Outreach Partner news too! 

Serving Opportunities 

St. Francis House and Port in the Storm is hosting more Open House opportunities on 
June 9 and July 14. Tour the facilities, hear from residents and learn more about how 
families and individuals are finding a way to stability, with your help! Email 
Lindy.Deyto@STASOCIETY.org for details or visit their website https://stasociety.org/. 

Learn to Read’s Angela Moreno and Joseph Cinney were recently awarded the Sons of the 
American Revolution (SAR) Bronze Good Citizenship Medal for their service to the 
community.  SAR recognized Learn to Read's help to our students and community and their 
efforts to help them achieve their goals in Basic Literacy, GED test preparation, English for 
Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL), and preparation for U.S. citizenship. Congratulations, 
Angela and Joe!  You can reach us at 904-826-0011 or learntoreadstjohns.org, or check with 
Stan, our Liaison to this amazing organization. 

Pie in the Sky helps seniors in our community but it may be good for you too!  In a recent 
post, the folks from Pie shared this insight: 
"For some of our seniors who are mobile and have transportation, volunteering at the Pie warehouse 
has become more than lending a helping hand.Iit has become community. A reason to get out of the 
house. A chance to laugh, share stories, make friends, and feel part of something meaningful, because 
purpose matters. Sometimes the best medicine is knowing someone is glad to see you, that your time 
matters, and that what you do makes a difference. Whether packing produce, sharing conversations, 
or simply being together, our volunteers remind us that helping others often helps us too. If you or a 
senior you know are looking for connection, community, and a meaningful way to spend time, Pie in 
the Sky may be a place for you." Check them out at pieintheskystjohns.org or 904-217-4863. 

https://stasociety.org/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Flearntoreadstjohns.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEyS0h6eGx6ZkF5WTVXUktQTXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR46HtdERiyPAmtAhG7PPCzzL3bZlGfKx1YC0_fx_s16K9-iIND7h5H37U6Q2Q_aem_oW9b1L1jepmKsGhEU8o23A&h=AUCsP2ACv-Fw5DmjRGd7w_0DBKmiFjlio3CNGCZxUQE9ErdRfqVGx3iet7b2bKZYxIkmd8DG_N5SNGViwD3Z_5LtDl45RWdVAyyKQFcP-qgw7uN6j6-UoWOFDUBWjJlYybOjvMYnuHPPfg&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AUDaHxs-MRKxVNx66VEnZl5tQkVUhNQvZAK7pN8dAuHJ6DrqBZO9D09-1IsdUAXcgPnvhcDbdvzWoHT2C_vtxNlzyD1d2E3p1nRsJrCloQiNExXyEZ_gBCeLq_ZQqHgK5t5qZoj5nRoFvIgFuSJ5ND__6dpTt7InJSPdi6vvYUMZhcPhkNoJQFjxglSViwUq4dkQN0czHjbc6ZtxeVzgP2UhByxhBeVBrg-YzHw95u1Ap_gpMBhJjA
http://wwww.pieintheskystjohns.org/
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Our Outreach Partners 
So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.  

James 2:17 

Learn to Read  
Improving literacy for over 200 individuals each year at no cost to the student. Improved 
reading skills lead to better paying jobs, higher levels of education, healthier lifestyles, and a 
better overall community.  
Stan Sundermeyer srsundermeyer@msn.com 

St. Gerard Campus  
A non-profit maternity home and Christian high school for pregnant teenagers, promoting 
empowerment through education and strong Christian values.  
Paula Allmen pallmen@icloud.com  
Stan Sundermeyer srsundermeyer@msn.com 

St. Francis Housing Crisis Center / Port in the Storm 
Engaging those experiencing homelessness to achieve stability, self-sufficiency, and a viable 
plan for their future by providing a safe, stable environment, access to essential services, and 
supportive connections.  
Cynthia King cyndiking@gmail.com  
Jack Tull tulljs@msn.com 

Council on Aging  
Provides the opportunity for every person in St. Johns County to enjoy wellness, longevity and 
quality of life choices within a strong, healthy community.  
Linda Ducat, ldducat@gmail.com 

Pie in the Sky Community Alliance of St. John County 
Pie in the Sky is a grassroots, volunteer-based organization providing hope by serving with 
dignity and respect to alleviate hunger and social isolation through the home delivery of 
healthy fresh produce to low-income senior citizens. 
Dale Hatcher dalenhatcher@hotmail.com. 

South Woods Elementary  
Creating a secure community that will instill in all students a desire for academic excellence, 
fostering the development of caring, productive citizens.  
Margo Cleary margcleary@aol.com   

 

mailto:margcleary@aol.com
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