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Welcome to Christ Church Ponte Vedra Beach! We are delighted to have you worship with us. 
In order to prepare for this service, we ask that you silence your phone. Thank you! 

We invite you to pray for the Baptism of  Sloane Danielle Baso,  
Reagan Claire Marsteller, Charlie Mueller, and Ellie Mueller. 

THE WORD OF GOD 
Silence for Prayer 

This contemplative service is preceded by a period of silence at 4:50 p.m.  

Prelude                   Intrumental music 

Please stand at the sound of the bell. 

Opening Sentences  

Leader  When the world tells us we are what we do with our activity,  
acumen, or achievement, let us learn 

People   We are what we do with our silence. 

When the world tells us we are what we do with our spending power, selling 
power, or our power of speech, let us learn  
We are what we do with our silence. 

When the world tells us to drown the silent sufferings of others with 
indifference or noise, or to forget the art of stillness even in the storm,  
let us learn  
We are what we do with our silence. 

When the world tells us to rush in where angels fear to tread,  
let us learn that angels listen first  
before they take a step for the voice of God in the silence.  
 

First Hymn              Praise to the Lord, the Almighty    Joachim Neander 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation; 
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation: 
Join the great throng, psaltery, organ, and song,  
Sounding in glad adoration. 
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Praise to the Lord; over all things he gloriously reigneth: 
Borne as on eagle-wings, safely his saints he sustaineth. 
Hast thou not seen how all thou needest hath been 
Granted in what he ordaineth? 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy way and defend thee; 
Surely his goodness and mercy shall ever attend thee; 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 
Who with his love doth befriend thee. 

Prayer for the Evening  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People      And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Living God, in you there is no darkness; shed upon us through this night the light of 
your forgiveness, your healing and your peace, that when we wake from sleep we may 
know once more the brightness of your presence; through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Please be seated. 

The Gospel 
Leader    A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew.                    14:22-33 

People    Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, hosanna in the highest! 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the 
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this 
time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 
them. And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when 
the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” 
And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take 
heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
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Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 
He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and 
came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and 
beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his 
hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When 
they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, 
“Truly you are the Son of God.” 

Leader   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People    Thanks be to God. 
    One minute of silence follows. 

Reflection   The Reverend Deacon Leila Quinlan 

A reflection is essentially based on a personal experience and is a great way to share what God is doing in 
our lives. When we listen to what God is doing in our brothers' and sisters' lives, we are likely to grow in 

greater awareness of how God works in our own lives. 

    One minute of silence follows. 

Music for Meditation     

You may stand or kneel. 

The Prayers of the People 

Leader Almighty God, you have promised to hear when we pray in the name of your 
Son. Therefore in confidence and trust, we pray for the Church and for all 
who serve you in it.  

 Loving God, enliven the Church for its mission. 
People  That we may be salt of the earth and light to the world.  

  Breathe fresh life into your people. 
  Give us power to reveal Christ in word and action. 

  Creator of all, lead us and every people into the ways of justice and peace. 
  That we may respect one another in freedom and truth.  

  Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all that is in it.  
  Teach us to care creatively for its resources. 
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God of truth, inspire with your wisdom those whose decisions affect the lives 
of others.
That all may act with integrity and courage. 

Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours. 
May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us.  

Let us now name before God those for whom we offer our prayers.
People may add their prayers either silently or aloud.  

Lord, you have called us to serve you. Grant that we may walk in your 
presence: your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds, your strength in 
our wills, until, at the end of our journey, we know the joy of our 
homecoming and the welcome of your embrace, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Please be seated.

Candlelighting
We continue our prayers through the lighting of the votive candles as a symbol of our love and concern for 

others. During the instrumental music, you are welcome to light a single candle as a symbol of your prayers. 
Candles are located at the front of the main aisle to the left and right.

Please stand.

The Peace
Celebrant Jesus says: My Peace I give to you. Do not be afraid. I call you my friend. 

Abide in my love. The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People          And also with you.  

Please be seated.

Welcome and Announcements
To make an offering online visit
ccpvb.org/give or scan this code.

Thank you for your support.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
Offertory    Precious Lord, Take My Hand     George Allen & Thomas Dorsey 

Please stand.  

Eucharistic Prayer   

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Celebrant continues  
 O God of mystery and promise, you invite us to discover you in the intimate places of 
ourselves and our lives. You invite us to discover you within the complexities of our 
humanity, in passionate and tender loving, in struggle and pain, in confusion and 
unknowing, in flashes of insight and wisdom. You also call us beyond ourselves to places 
of imagination, beyond the silent stars, in the deep rhythms of the ocean, in the 
unending cycles of day and night, seasons of life and death. 

With saints and ancestors, with the seas and earth and sky, with animals and birds, with 
our friends and those unknown to us, with all creation we join in the song of your 
unending glory: 
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Sanctus

Celebrant continues

We praise you that in Jesus you make known to us the wonder and richness of our 
humanity. We give thanks for his life-giving love, for his healing touch, for his 
vulnerability and for his gentleness. Before he gave up his life, he shared his humanity, 
his flesh and blood with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks for it, broke it and gave 
it to them, saying:

All together
“This is my own body given for you. Do this to remember me.”

So, too, after they had eaten, he took wine, gave thanks for it and gave it to them, saying:
All together

“This is my blood, poured out in love for you. Do this to remember me.” 
So we proclaim the mystery of faith:

All together
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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Celebrant continues

Come now, Spirit of God, and as we eat and drink these bodily things, make us one 
body, food for the world, one blood to be poured out for the life of all.Touch us with 
your gentle creativity and fire us with longing for the new age of justice and peace.We 
ask this through Jesus who gave his body that we might be one and his blood that we 
might find new life. With him, and through him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, be to you, O God, all honor and glory forever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant This is the true bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.

People Whoever eats this bread will live for ever. Alleluia.
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Lamb of God

Celebrant continues 
This is the table of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him and for those 
who want to love him more. So, come, you who have much faith and you who have 
little; you who have been here often and you who have not been here long; you who 
have tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, because it is the Lord who 
invites you. It is his will that those who want him should meet him here.

Please be seated.

Distribution of Communion 

Please join us at God’s table.
All people, including children, are invited to receive Communion. Gluten-free wafers are also available. 

If you would prefer not to take Communion but would like a blessing, please fold your arms across your chest.

Communion Music Be Not Afraid Robert J. Dufford

You shall cross the barren desert, but you shall not die of thirst.
You shall wander far in safety, though you do not know the way.
You shall speak your words in foreign lands, and all will understand.
You shall see the face of God, and live.
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Refrain  Be not afraid, I go before you, always. 
  Come, follow me, and I will give you rest. 

If you pass through raging waters in the sea, you shall not drown. 
If you walk amid the burning flames, you shall not be harmed. 
If you stand before the pow’r of hell, and death is at your side, 
Know that I am with you through it all. Refrain 

Blessed are your poor, for the kingdom shall be theirs. 
Blest are you that weep and mourn, for one day, you shall laugh. 
And if wicked tongues insult and hate you, all because of me, 
Blessed, blessed are you! Refrain  

  Two minutes of silence follow. 

After Communion Music    Blessed Be Your Name    Matt Redman 

Verse 1 
Blessed be Your name 
In the land that is plentiful 
Where Your streams of abundance flow 
Blessed be Your name 

Verse 2 
Blessed be Your name 
When I'm found in the desert place 
Though I walk through the wilderness 
Blessed be Your name 

Pre-Chorus 
Every blessing You pour out 
I’ll turn back to praise 
When the darkness closes in, Lord still I will say 

Chorus 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your glorious name 
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Bridge 
You give and take away 
You give and take away 
My heart will choose to say 
Lord, blessed be Your name 

After Communion Prayer  

Celebrant     Let us pray. 
All Loving God, we give you thanks that in the sacrament of Christ’s 

Body and Blood, you awaken us to your indwelling Presence and our 
true life. Help us to recognize and honor your Presence in one 
another, to treat each other with reverence and humility, and to 
become, more and more, the people we already are in you. Amen. 

The Blessing 

Celebrant  The love of the Lord Jesus draws you to himself, the power of the Lord Jesus 
strengthens you in his service, the joy of the Lord Jesus fills your hearts; and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you and remain with you always. Amen.  

Music for Meditation  

Please stand. 

Dismissal 
Leader Go with joy: may you be surprised by angels and join in their laughter.  
 Go with empty hands: may you receive the generosity of others  
 and the blessings of God.  
 Go with full hearts: may you find opportunities to share all you have been given.   
 Go in peace.  
All Thanks be to God. 

Postlude                      Instrumental Music 

                                          Feel free to depart during the postlude.     

                                                   Music directed by Ian Bula 



TTODAY, Sunday August 9 
Blessing of the Backpacks 
August 9 | All Services 
A special back-to-school tradition where 
children bring their backpacks to church to 
receive a blessing for the new school year. 
Families are invited to stay afterward for 
games, fellowship, and a raffle celebration.  
 
Youth Acolyte Training 
Today! 10:15 in the Hospitality Lobby 
Looking for youth in 6th – 12th grades to serve 
as acolytes. Can’t make it today? We will offer 
trainings on August 16 and 23 as well. Email 
Mel Johnson at 
melissa.kurz.johnson@gmail.com for more 
information. All acoytes – join us for a lunch 
party next Sunday, Aug 16 at 1:00. 
 
Education for Ministry Lunch & Learn 
August 9 |12:30 | Westbury Hall 
In a weekly small group setting, Education for 
Ministry leads participants through four years 
of study, covering major areas of theological 
education. Christ Church has one  EfM 
group, which meets Thursday evenings. 
Registration is required.If there is enough 
interest, we will explore the possibility of 
forming a second Christ Church EfM group. 
Contact: Lee Hunter (Thursdays 6:00 - 8:30 
pm) oflct50@gmail.com.  
 
Breakfast: 8:15am - 10:45am. $10/adult, 
$7/children under 8; $34 family max. 
 
Nursery Care - Available from 8:45am to 
12:30pm; ages four months to 5. 

 
Children’s Chapel  | 9:15 am | Lobby 
 
Clergy Forum | 10:15-11:00 | Room 106 
 
Youth Forum  
10:15-11 | Youth House 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Youth Confirmation 
Registration for youth confirmation class is 
now open; contact Parker Corey at 
pcorey@ccpvb.org for more details! 
Youth Confirmation is for all those in the 
9th-12th grades and above wishing to confirm 
their baptismal vows and make a mature 
commitment to Christ and the church. 
During Confirmation, baptized persons are 
"confirmed" in the Christian faith with the 
laying on of hands by a bishop. Classes will 
begin in late September and will and take 
place on select Sundays throughout the year, 
ending with an overnight retreat. Any student 
interested in joining the Confirmation process 
should register online by 5PM on September 
1st, 2026.  A Parent Info Meeting for Youth 
Confirmation will be held on August 30. 
August 30 | 10:15-11:00 | Room 204 
 
Join a Choir! Contact Dr. Rachel Root at 
rroot@ccpvb.org 
Women’s Ensemble – Rehearse Wednesdays 
6:30-7 pm, sings monthly at 9 & 11:15 am 
Men’s Ensemble - Rehearse Wednesdays 
6:30-7 pm, sings monthly at 7:30, 9 & 11:15 
Chancel Choir - Rehearse Wednesdays 7-
8pm, sings weekly at 11:15 am 



HHandbell Choir - Rehearse Thursdays 6-7 
pm, plays monthly at either 9 or 11:15 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Childrens’ Choirs begin – August 12 
Wednesdays, Room 124 
For more information, please reach out to 
Stephanie Murray (SMurray@ccpvb.org), 
Worship and Family Music Director 
Littlest Choir | 3 year olds – 1st grade 
Rehearsals:  Wednesdays from 4:30–5:00pm 
 
Children’s Choir | 2nd grade – 5th grade  
Rehearsals: 5:15pm – 6:00pm 
 
Youth Choir | 6th grade – 12th grade  
Rehearsals: 6:30pm – 7:00pm 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Children’s Sunday Formation begins next 
Sunday, August 16th from 10:15-11:00 am. 
Contact Amy Schmitt, aschmitt@ccpvb.org, 
for more information and to register your 
children for the school year.  
 
Formation and Spirituality Sunday 
August 16 | 10:15 - 11: 00 am | Westbury 
Hall 
Come and learn about how to get involved 
this fall at our Sunday Kickoff Series! This 
Sunday, representatives from bible studies, 
groups, and courses available through the 
Center for Spirituality will be in the Dining 
Room to share information and how to get 
involved. 
 
 

Cursillo is pleased to announce upcoming 
weekends dedicated to bringing Jesus Christ 
into our daily lives. If you are ready to take 
the next step in fulfilling your baptismal vows, 
we invite you to join us. 

 Men's Cursillo Weekend 
9/24 (6:30 PM) –9/27 (5:00 PM) 

 Women's Cursillo Weekend 
10/1 (6:30 PM) – 10/4 (5:00 PM) 

Registration Deadline: AAugust 17th 
For questions, please contact Ron Kessner at 
Cursilloccpvb@gmail.com or via text at 904-
866-0096. 
 
Savvy Job Hunters Virtual Workshop 
“Using AI in the Job Search” 
August 21 | 10:30am – 12:00pm | Zoom 
Email savvyjobs@ccpvb.org to register. 
 
Youth Summer Waves Lock-in  
Aug 21 @ 7:00 PM - Aug 22 @ 7:00 PM 
Come gather at Christ Church for games, ice 
cream sundaes, and Compline! Cost is $10 per 
youth for the lock-in and you must register 
online. We will be going to Summer Waves 
the following day, and pickup will be at 7PM. 
Cost is $28 per youth for Summer Waves, and 
youth are responsible for  buying their own 
tickets prior to the lock-in. Please note that 
you must also select Saturday, August 22nd as 
the date for the ticket. 
 
Pastoral Care Sunday 
August 23 | 10:15-11:00 am | Westbury Hall 
 
 
 
 



HHoly Communion Class (100) 
August 23 | 10:15-11:00 am | Room 204 
In the Episcopal tradition, all baptized persons 
are invited to receive communion, including 
children. Parents, in conversation with their 
child, determine the best time for their child 
to receive. The Holy Communion class is 
designed for parents and children to learn 
about the sacraments of the Holy Eucharist. 
During the class, everyone will receive 
instruction on how to receive the communion 
bread and wine as they learn about the 
traditions of our Episcopal worship. 
 
Community of Hope International (COHI) 
Lunch & Learn 
August 23 | 12:15-1:00p | Dining Hall 
Community of Hope is a 9 week course to 
help you learn and grow in relation to God, 
others and self. In this training you’ll learn 
many skills including developing a balanced 
rule of life, listening skills, healthy boundaries 
and compassionate service. The class will be 
held on Wednesdays from 6-7:30p starting 
Sept. 16th. Contact Deacon Leila with 
questions at Leila@ccpvb.org  
 
Outreach Sunday 
August 30 | 10:15-11:00 am | Westbury Hall 
 
HAPPENING #157 8PM Friday, September 
18- 5PM Sunday, September 20. The 
candidate application deadline is August 23rd, 
2026.  
 
 
 

Important Reminder About Email and Text 
Scams 
Please be vigilant regarding emails, texts, or 
other electronic messages that appear to come 
from Christ Church clergy, deacons, or staff 
requesting money, gift cards, financial 
assistance, account information, or any other 
form of payment. Our clergy and staff continue 
to be targets of phishing scams and 
impersonation attempts by criminals who use 
names and email addresses that may appear 
legitimate but are not. Please remember this 
simple rule: You will never receive a request 
from Christ Church clergy or staff asking you to 
purchase gift cards, send money, transfer funds, 
or provide financial information. 
If you receive such a message, do not respond, 
click links, make purchases, or send money. 
Instead, contact the church office or call the 
individual directly using a phone number you 
know to be valid. Thank you for helping protect 
our parish family. Please remain vigilant, share 
this information with others, and join us in 
praying for those who perpetrate these scams, 
that their hearts may be transformed by God's 
grace. 
 
A Fragrant Offering of a Different Kind - AA 
Gentle Request 
Several members of our church family live with 
allergies or breathing conditions (asthma, 
COPD, etc.) that can make strong fragrances 
genuinely uncomfortable. As an act of care and 
love for those who are affected, we gently ask 
that everyone refrain from wearing perfume, 
cologne, or heavily scented products to worship 
services. This small gesture makes a meaningful 
difference and helps ensure that everyone can 
participate fully in our life together. Thank you 
for your kindness. 



MMINISTRY CONTACTS 
Caring Connections Director  
Liz McCarthy / Lmccarthy@ccpvb.org 
904-285-6127, ext. 235 
 
Children 
Amy Schmitt / aschmitt@ccpvb.org 
904-285-6127, ext. 227 
 
Development + Parish Executive 
Mike Shepherd / mshepherd@ccpvb.org 
o. 904-285-6127, ext. 228 
p. 904-788-4295  
 
Executive Assistant to the Rector 
Elizabeth Bruington / ebruington@ccpvb.org 
904-285-6127, ext. 225 
 
Formation  
The Rev. Laura Magevney / 
Lmagevney@ccpvb.org 
904-285-6127, ext. 248 
 
Hospitality + Nursery 
Jennifer DeRycker / jderycker@ccpvb.org 
904-285-6127, ext. 247 
 
Marketing and Communications 
Lindsey Bloodworth / 
Lbloodworth@ccpvb.org 
904-285-6127, ext. 260 
 
Music 
Dr. Rachel Root  / rroot@ccpvb.org 
904-285-6127, ext. 233 
 
 
 

Newcomers + Spirituality 
The Rev. Deacon Leila Quinlan  / 
Leila@ccpvb.org 
904-285-6127, ext. 223  
 
Outreach + Pastoral Care 
The Rev. Amy Slater / aslater@ccpvb.org 
904-285-6127, ext. 236 
 
Staff and Clergy Chaplain 
The Rev. Wendy Billingslea / 
wwbillingslea@gmail.com 
 
Preschool  
Christy Maurer / cmaurer@preschoolcec.org 
904-285-6371, ext. 243  
 
Recovery 
The Rev. Deacon Priscilla Wodehouse / 
pdwodehouse@icloud.com 

Worship 
The Rev. Andreis Diaz / adiaz@ccpvb.org 
904-285-6127, ext. 226 

Worship + Family Music Director 
Stephanie Murray / smurray@ccpvb.org 
904-285-6127, ext. 256 
 
Young Adult Formation 
Alex Cain, Curate / acain@ccpvb.org 
904-285-6127, ext. 261 
Youth 
Parker Corey / pcorey@ccpvb.org 

Music used by permission- OneLicense.net A-
701976 and CCLI 2181017



Worship Services 
 

7:30 a.m.  Church Sanctuary Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
9:00 a.m.  Church Sanctuary Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
9:00 a.m.  Cooper Chapel Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
9:00 a.m.  Parish Center, 2nd floor Jordan Service 
9:00 a.m.  NSIA Community Center Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
11:15 a.m.  Church Sanctuary Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
11:15 a.m.  Parish Center, 2nd floor Jordan Service 
12:45 p.m.  Cooper Chapel Spanish-language Service 
5:00 p.m.  Church Sanctuary Contemplative Service 
5:30 p.m. (Wed)    Cooper Chapel Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

 

Vestry 
Gretna Zerebny, Sr. Warden      Janet Burnside, Treasurer       Kathy Blackman, Jr. Warden             
Maggie Bowers         Chris Brownlee              Gordon Deen             Travers Landreth             
                    Katharine Loeb                Doug Long              Justin Udelhofen   

      Wendy Waller               Sarah Wefer               Trey Wilson     
 

Staff Clergy 
The Rev. Thomas P. Reeder, Rector  

The Rev. Andreis Diaz, Vice Rector 

     The Rev. Amy Slater, Vice Rector The Rev. Laura Magevney, Associate Rector 
The Rev. Wendy Billingslea 

The Rev. Keith Oglesby, Vicar for Christ Church Among the Oaks 

Deacons 
The Rev. Deacon Leila Quinlan The Rev. Deacon Priscilla Wodehouse  

Adjunct Clergy 
The Rev. Dr. Jim Cooper, Rector Emeritus 

The Rev. Michael Ellis The Rev. Louanne Loch 
The Rev. Eric Kahl The Rev. Bob Morris  
The Rev. Burt Shepherd The Rev. Rich Roos 
                   The Rev. Joan Bryan, Emeritus 

The Rev. Deacon Jo Hoskins, Deacon Emeritus 

In Formation 
Alex Cain, Curate 

Pedro Figueroa               Valerie Gambino 

· 400 San Juan Drive, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 · 904.285.6127 · CCPVB.ORG 



SSERMON NOTES 







The world has changed. 

And at times we feel further apart than ever before. 

But, two things haven’t changed: 

God's Unwavering Love, and our need for each other. 

With that comes the love that Christ Church has for you—all of you. 

Because no matter if you attend virtually or in-person. 

If you're Episcopalian or Non-Denominational. 

Young or Old. Lean Left or Right. 

Through the love of Jesus Christ, we are one. 

Christ Church is not just a place, it's a community. 

It's not just what you do on Sunday, it’s how you live every day. 

With opportunities to grow, learn, create, worship, praise, connect, serve, and thrive. 

We are a church centered around Christ. 

We are a community centered around Christ 

We are the community of Christ Church. 
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