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Welcome Guests and Newcomers 
Welcome to Christ Church Among the Oaks. This is a multi-denominational congregation, made up of friends, 

neighbors, people who are new to our area, and those seeking something a little different and a little more 
meaningful in their spiritual and worship life. We feel called to serve our local community and as you will hear 

today, we focus on six local outreach agencies that do the hard work that Jesus taught us. A short description of each 
Outreach Partner is in the back of this bulletin. We welcome the opportunity to meet you and answer any questions 

you may have about our church and our work in the community! We are incredibly grateful for the support and 
encouragement we receive from Christ Episcopal Church in Ponte Vedra and thank their leadership for the freedom 

to be a unique, mission-focused worship community. 

Servant Board: Mike Cleary, Linda Ducat, Steve Harrison, Claire Heusinger, Rick Lofgren, 
 Stan Sundermeyer, and Jenny Weeks, warden. 

Vicar: Fr. Keith Oglesby 
Musician: Boril Ivanov 
Vocalist: Claire Heusinger  

We encourage our guests to fill out a welcome card today!  
We are glad you are with us and look forward to worshiping with you often.      

Prelude                             Medley  

Welcome and Announcements 

Opening Hymn  Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
There is no shadow of turning with thee; 
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
As thou hast been thou forever will be. 

Refrain Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. Refrain 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 
Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 
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Opening Sentences  

 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

Song of Praise  
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The Collect   

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even 
now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall 
endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

First Reading 

Lector  A reading from the Prophet Jonah                    3:10-4:11 

When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did 
not do it. 

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord and said, 
“O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to 
Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O Lord, please 
take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” And the Lord said, “Is it right 
for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a 
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the 
city. 

The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, 
to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when dawn came 
up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the 
sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that 
he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry 
enough to die.” Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not 
labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. And 
should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a 
hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and 
also many animals?” 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 145:1-8 
 Lector 1   I will exalt you, O God my King, * 
People  and bless your Name for ever and ever. 

2  Every day will I bless you * 
and praise your Name for ever and ever. 

3 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 
there is no end to his greatness. 

4 One generation shall praise your works to another * 
and shall declare your power. 

5 I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty * 
and all your marvelous works. 

6 They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, * 
and I will tell of your greatness. 

7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; * 
they shall sing of your righteous deeds. 

8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, * 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 

Second Reading 

Lector        A reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians            1:21-30 

 To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor 
for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary 
for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you 
for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ 
Jesus when I come to you again. 

 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and 
see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated 
by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And 
this is God's doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in 
Christ, but of suffering for him as well-- since you are having the same struggle that you saw I 
had and now hear that I still have. 

     Lector  The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand. 

The Gospel 

Gospeler       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew               20:1-16 

People       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 
hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent 
them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the 
same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to 
them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ 
He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 
said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then 
going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual 
daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them 
also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who 
have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take 
what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not 
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Please be seated. 

Homily  Fr. Keith Oglesby  

Meditative Interlude 

The Prayers of the People, Form III 

Leader  Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 
People  That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
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We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

We pray for our ministry partners: St. Gerard Campus, St. Francis House and Port in the 
Storm, South Woods Elementary, Learn to Read, Pie in the Sky and Council on Aging. 
May the Holy Spirit guide and strengthen them in all things they do.  
That they may do God's will in the service of the kingdom of his Christ. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Prayers for the Hurting World 

All God of peace and justice, we pray this day for all peoples around the world who 
are suffering from war, famine, floods, fires, and other devastations. We pray for 
those who fear tomorrow: that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them. 
We pray for those with power: that they may have wisdom and discernment to aid 
people in distress and be guided by compassion in their decisions. Above all, we 
pray for your precious children who are at risk and live in fear: that you would 
hold and protect them. We pray this in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 
Amen. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  

The Confession 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

Please stand. 

The Peace 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you.  

Birthday Prayer  

Watch over your child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be. 
Strengthen him when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up 
if he falls; and in his heart may your peace which passes understanding abide all the days of his life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Holy Communion  

To make an offering online visit ccpvb.org/give  
or use the QR code at the back of the bulletin. Thank you for your support. 

Offertory   

The Presentation 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

The Great Thanksgiving     

Eucharistic Prayer A 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant continues  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in 
your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience 
to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer    

Celebrant As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray: 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant continues  

  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
  Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Distribution of Communion 
Please join us at God's table. All are welcome. 

Communion Music  Give Thanks 

Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son (Repeat) 

And now let the weak say, "I am strong" 
Let the poor say, "I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done for us" (Repeat) 

 Sending the Eucharistic Visitors 

When present, Eucharistic Visitors are commissioned to carry the Consecrated Gifts of Holy Communion  
to those who are unable, due to illness or impairment, to join us for Sunday services. 

Celebrant In the name of Christ Church, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ's body 
and blood. 

People We who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup. 

Postcommunion Prayer  

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

All Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life into our hands; now we put our lives into 
yours. Take us, renew us and remake us. What we have been is past; what we shall 
be, through you, still awaits us. Lead us on. Take us with you. Amen. 
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The Blessing   

Closing Hymn  Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks to the Risen Lord 

Dismissal 

Celebrant    Alleluia, alleluia, let us go forth in Christ’s name doing Christ’s work in the world. 
People         Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Postlude   Medley  
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Closing Hymn   Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks to the Risen Lord 
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Announcements 
Offerings Online 

Forgot to bring cash or write a check??? We now have a QR code in the 
bulletin for safe, quick, and easy online giving. You will be automatically 
directed to the Christ Church giving page where you can enter your 
information one time and it will be saved for future giving.  
 

Follow Us on Instagram 
Stay connected with Christ Church Among the Oaks! Follow us on Instagram for 
updates, photos, events, and more. Follow us: @ccamongtheoaks.  
Scan the QR code to follow us! 

 
Upcoming Outreach Partner Events! 

Pie in the Sky Harvest Hoedown - October 15, 2026 · 5–9 PM · Tringali Barn, Heritage 
Farms, 7310 US-1, St. Augustine, FL 32086. Come celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the Pie 
in the Sky Senior Program and help “stomp” out senior hunger! This one-of-a-kind barn 
party will offer food, live music, and an auction, all for the senior produce program. For 
tickets and information visit https://www.pieintheskystjohns.org/ or call 904-217-4863. 

Learn to Read - announces a "Mermaid Shopping Party" hosted by Joe Cinney!  Spartina 
449, located at 152 St. George Street, will open their doors for a special shopping experience 
on Sunday, September 27 from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM.  In addition to getting in some early 
holiday gift buying, 20% of all proceeds will be donated to Learn to Read. To RSVP, reach 
out to Angela (she was with us last week!) at angelaltrstjohns@gmail.com or call 908-826-
0011.  Beautiful fashion and accessories, a stroll on St. George Street, and a donation to LTR 
- sounds like a perfect shopping trip! 

St. Francis House/Port in the Storm - is the only nonprofit in Florida nominated for a 
Chick-fil-A True Inspiration Award, and with our community’s support, they have a chance 
to win a $200,000 grant to support their work helping people experiencing homelessness in 
St. Johns County. Voting is open now through September 30th, and anyone in the U.S. can 
vote for the St. Augustine Society.  To vote, download the Chick-fil-Aapp, find the True 
Inspiration Awards in the “For You” section, select the Southeast region, and vote for the St. 
Augustine Society. That’s it! No donation and no purchase required—just one vote that 
could help bring a $200,000 grant to St. Johns County and make a meaningful difference for 
people in our community. 

https://www.pieintheskystjohns.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ChickfilA?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZizAKxKD5Pr9TAG7f-SGKWEhS0HwmZ9cRWlvEORx2R5u1ZYL74Ay96QLdYqinXLrxwfNDOi7ed23RWCtwcyz87HvKpF8jnmflc0cV-IzjzZKZBySm4-8YQfh9LfA5nUz3BY8azfwLUMqGm0KKeqzcYzb6b0Oo2hp1Y8TGsS3E3jsGSy1WqQPxfU45o&__tn__=-%5dK-R




Our Outreach Partners 
So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

James 2:17 

Learn to Read  
Improving literacy for over 200 individuals each year at no cost to the student. Improved 
reading skills lead to better paying jobs, higher levels of education, healthier lifestyles, and a 
better overall community.  
Stan Sundermeyer srsundermeyer@msn.com 

St. Gerard Campus  
A non-profit maternity home and Christian high school for pregnant teenagers, promoting 
empowerment through education and strong Christian values.  
Stan Sundermeyer srsundermeyer@msn.com 
Rick Lofgren lofgrenrick@gmail.com 

St. Francis Housing Crisis Center / Port in the Storm 
Engaging those experiencing homelessness to achieve stability, self-sufficiency, and a viable 
plan for their future by providing a safe, stable environment, access to essential services, and 
supportive connections.  
Cynthia King cyndiking@gmail.com 
Jack Tull tulljs@msn.com 

Council on Aging  
Provides the opportunity for every person in St. Johns County to enjoy wellness, longevity and 
quality of life choices within a strong, healthy community.  
Linda Ducat, ldducat@gmail.com 

Pie in the Sky Community Alliance of St. John County 
Pie in the Sky is a grassroots, volunteer-based organization providing hope by serving with 
dignity and respect to alleviate hunger and social isolation through the home delivery of 
healthy fresh produce to low-income senior citizens. 
Dale Hatcher dalenhatcher@hotmail.com. 

South Woods Elementary  
Creating a secure community that will instill in all students a desire for academic excellence, 
fostering the development of caring, productive citizens.  
Margo Cleary margcleary@aol.com  

mailto:srsundermeyer@msn.com
mailto:margcleary@aol.com
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